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Navagarh: Antiquities from the Chandel period

Dr. Yashwant K. Malaiya,

Professor of Computer Science, Colorado State University

[Navagarh is a Jain Pilgrimage site that has developed only since
1959. It has significant Pre-historic and historic remains that have
received attention only in recent years. This article discusses on the
Jain antiquities of the Chandel period as well as a few that may from
the early middle age.]

Its history during the Chandella period needs to be studied in
conjunction with the antiquities of nearby sites, specifically Badagaon-
Dhasan, Aahaar Kshetra and Papora ji, which are also pilgrimage
centers as well as Bhelsi, which is mentioned by Naval Shah
Chanderia’s Vardhamana Purana in the sixteenth chapter. It is
located at the Navai village, about 8 km from Sojna in central India in
Uttar Pradesh, Just across the border from Madhya Pradesh.

The ancient cite was noticed as a collection of sculptures and
fragments on top of a platform. The site was explored by Pt.
Gulabchandra Pushpa, anAyurvedic physician (later famous as a
Pratishthacharya) in 1959. The platform was actually the top of an
underground chamber which concealed a beautifully polished
sandstone image of 18" Teerthankar Bhagwan Arahnatha in the
kayotsargpose.

A modern temple was later constructed at the same exact spot,
with the garbhagriha left underground the same spot. A congregational
room was excavated infront of it.

In Bundelkhand, several underground chambermed Bhonyras with
concealed Chandella period images have been found. According to
Balbhadra Jain these are said to be seven which include Pava, Deogarh,
Seron, Karguvan, Bandha, Papora. Thuvon.

Navagarh should be included among them since underground
structure has been carefully preserved.

(283)



