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ANCIENT BUNDELKHAND
By K.K. Shah

KHAJURAHO

not much distant in date is the Parshwanath,
temple built at the these of king Dhangdeva. Save for the
Jina limage in the sanctum and jina figures seated in the door
lintel. The temple is hardly distunguichable from the
Brahmanical shrines standing at the site, showing these by
that the artists and architects employed in the making of
temple were the same irrespective of the faith for which they
were to work.

MAHOBA

Statues of Tirthankaras like Risabhanatha,
Padamaprabha, Neminatha, Parsvanatha and Mahavira have
been shifted to Government Museum Jhansi. The image of
Rsabhanatha is dated in V.S. 1228 and that of
Padamaprabhain V.S. 1219 Variety of stones has been used
to carve out these icons. Such is the sound given by a seated
image of first Tirthankara on being struck that it seems to
have been made of metal.

MADANPUR

If name is any indication, the town was fathered by
king Madanavarman. But an inscription of earlier period
found at the place proves its prior existence. Obviously,
Madanavarman only renamed it.

Situated south-west of Mehroni at a distance of 36
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kms., the original town of Madanpur Stood to the north of the
present one now dotted withJaina temples. Collectively spo-
ken of as panchamari, being five in number, the temples offer
us nothing save a few icons of ancient times. Walking a little
further north, we come upon three Jaina temples known to be
the oldest at the place. One of them has an inscribed pedes-
tal with fish-symbol bearing the date V.S. 1212. Another pre-
serves icones of Adinatha. Chandraprabhu, and
Sambhavanatha and a long record. The document is dated
V.S. 1206 and mentions Madanpur. Further, northwest to this
trio, we have two temples.

A W e R it JRE o A B TS
9:8313111’(:—

The Rise and Declilne of Buddhism in India
By Kanai Lal Hazra

Jainism had some hold on the people, particularly the
trading community. The Khajuraho inscription no.3 of vs 1011,
carved on the left door-jamb of the temple of Parsvanatha,
records a number of gifts and endowments of gardens, named
Pahilvatika, Chandravatika, Laghuchandra vatika etc. by one
Pahila, a devotee of Jinanatha, who claims to have been
held in esteem by King Dhanga. The devotion of the ‘Grahpati’
family, to whitch Pahila belonged, is also evidenced by the
Darbat-Santinatha image inscription of vs 1132, in which it is
found that during the reign of the illustrious Kirtivarman, son
of Vijayapala, the image of Santinatha was installed by a
group of his hereditary ministers (kulamatya vrnda), viz., Pahila
and Jiju. They were disciples of the Jaina teacher Vasavendu
or Vasavachandra. Another Grahapati family, devoted to
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Jainism, is also mentioned in inscriptions engraved on ped-
estal of some Jaina images, at Khajuraho. One of them re-
fers of Sreshthi Sri Panidhara, ‘Om Grahapatyanvaye Sresthi
Sri Panidhara and another dated in samvat 1205 refer to
Sresthi Shri Panidhara and his sons, Sresthi Ti (Tri) Vikrama
Alhana and Laksmidhara. This was a family Sresthi or bank-
ers and merchants.

a1 el T Hh TR, e RIRRGAR HY & U

R0Y-R0§, IFFHR-
THE EARLY RULERS OF KHAJURAHO

Jainism had some hold on the people, particularly the
trading community (Sresthins). The Khajuraho Inscription no.
3 0of V.S. 1011, carved of the left door-jamb of the temples of
Parsvanatha, records a number of gifts and endowments of
gardens, named Pahilavatika, Chandravatika
Laghuchndravatika, Sankaravatika, Panchaitalavatika,
Amravatika and Dhangavadi by one Pahila, a devotee of
Jinanatha, who claims to have been ‘held in esteem by King
Dhanga. The devotion of the ‘Grahapati’ family, to which pahila
belonged, is also evidenced by the Darbat-Santinatha im-
age inscription of V.S. 1132, in which it is found that during
the reign of the illustrious Kirtivarman, son of Vijayapala, the
image of Santinatha was installed by a group of his
‘hereditary ministers’ (kulamatyavrnda), viz. Pahilla and Jiju.
They were disciples of the Jain teacher Vasavendu or
Vasavachadra. Of these two ministers, Pahilla may be
identified with Pahila of Khajuraho record, which also refers,
as in the other inscription, to Maharajaguru Vasavachadra. In
the Khajuraho inscription, however he is not mentioned as a
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minister, but that he was an influential person in the court of
Danga, probably already a minister, is indicated by the
statement that he was ‘esteemed by the king'. The same family,
out of their devotion to the Jaina faith, sets up an image of
Sambhavanatha, as recorded in the Jain image inscription
No.8, dated V.S. 1215, during the reign of Madanavarman. It
further mentions the name of the father of Pahilla, Sresthi
Dedu, his son, Sadhu Salhe, and his grandsons, Mahagana,
Mahichandra, Sirichandra, Jinachandra, Udayachandra and
others. Anoters Grahapati family, devoted to Jainism, is also
mentioned in inscriptions engraved on pedestals of some
jainaimages, at Khajuraho. One of them refers to Sresthi Sri
Panidhara, “Om Grahapatyanvaye Sresthi Sri Panidhara and
another dated in samvat 1205 refers to Sresthi sri Panidhara
and his sons, Sresthi Ti (tri)-vikrama Alhana, and Laksmidhara.
This was a family of Sresthies or bankers and merchants.

The Jaina temples of Khajuraho definitely show that
Jainism flourished side by side with Brahmanical cults in the
Chandella territory.

Ajaygadh also several rowss of small Jaina figures
are noticed. At Mahoba we come aross a number of broken
Jaina statues with their respective symbols. Some of them
bear names inscribed on their pedestals-viz, Neminatha,
Sumatinatha and Ajitanatha. Date and name of the reigning
monarch at the time when the statues were set up are also
inscribed in some cases. The earliest of such records no-
ticed by Cunnigham is Samvat 1169 (A.D. 1112).The name
of Madanavarman is inscribed on the pedestal of Neminatha
marked with ‘shell-symbol’ (sankha), dated in Samvat 1211,
and of Paramardideva on the pedestal of unidetified Jaina

image dated Samvat 1224.
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Jainism seems to be popular in Rajputana and west-
ern India at this time. There is no reference to a Pratihara
ruler being a devotee of any jain Tirthankara, but there are
two inscriptions which are important. The Devagarh (Jhansi
Dist.) Jain pillar inscription of Bhojadeva refers to the Jain
Temple of Santinatha at Luacchagiri the old name of
Devagarh, and the pillars was set up near the temple of holy
Jain Arhat by a disciple of Acharya Kamaladeva. It also men-
tions The gostbika-vajuagagaka who was a member of the
Committee of management. The Osia is the time of Vatsaraja
of the Imprial Pratihara Dynasty. This Temple of Mahavira
stood is the heart of the city, and a merchant named Jindaka
renovateditin V.S. 1013. This inscription also mentions the
temple committee (gosthi). From these two records it would
appear that Jainism was confined to the south-west of U.P.
and Rajputana. It could not find favour with the Pratihara rul-
ers, though in the Bappa-bhatti-charita there is a reference
to Nagabhata accepting Jainism.
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